
Master of Science in Criminal Justice with an Emphasis in 

Legal Studies program 

 

Let's get started on your degree.  

* What degree level are you currently seeking?  

* How would you like to attend?  

* What area of study interests you?  

* What program interests you?  

* Required field 

** Required field if international 

Total Program Credits & Course Length: 

Total Program Credits: 38  

Online: 8 weeks  

Transfer Credits: Up to 12 credits or 1/3 of the program  

Program Tuition Rate: 

Online: $515 per credit.   

 

Overview 

Gain Real-World Preparation for Career Advancement 

Legal experts hold an important role in every society; established crime prevention, punishment 

and restorative justice systems are essential for a healthy community to preserve a sense of safety 

and security. FordBridge’s application-based Master of Science in Criminal Justice with an 

Emphasis in Legal Studies program focuses on building legal-related contemporary and practical 

skills in crime analysis and strategic planning to meet current community demands. Students 

develop skills necessary to consult in criminal justice organizations with an emphasis on real-world 

preparation, which may lead to networking, internship and career opportunities.  

The FordBridge offers this advanced masters in legal studies degree program to help professionals 

in law enforcement and other decision makers address issues in public policy, social research and 

justice administration in the public sphere. Expand your specialized skills in order to move into 

positions of greater responsibilities and leadership, or gain essential information if you are law 

school-bound.  



A capstone class concludes this masters in legal studies online degree and focuses on professional 

portfolio development and a final written proposal. The portfolio contains your curriculum vitae, 

examples of writing from graduate courses, a statement of criminal justice philosophy, a five-year 

plan for professional goals and a research topic paper and written proposal. 

Degree Outcomes 

Gain Expertise in Contemporary Legal Issues 

As a student in this masters in legal studies degree, you will examine current legal topics, including 

research and methodological evaluation of criminal justice policy; historical and contemporary 

questions of constitutional criminal law; legal research; organization behavior; leadership; and law 

and public policy. 

What You Will Learn 

Serve Your Community as a Legal Expert 

Students in the masters in legal studies online program will delve further into crime analysis, 

statistical analysis, critical reasoning and practical application beyond theory. Throughout learning 

experiences, students create artifacts to serve as a writing or analytical sample in preparation for 

career advancement. The highly rigorous curriculum also covers community correctional and legal 

program development, locating funding, grant writing and driving resources in different ways for 

diverse sectors.  

Areas of study include: 

• Relationship between psychology and the criminal justice system 

• Interrelatedness of law and socioeconomic concerns 

• Ethics in context of criminal justice settings and situations 

• Criminal justice-related analysis of research and methodological evaluation 

• Contemporary law enforcement management 

• Comprehensive study of the constitutional system 

• Legal research and communication 

Career Outcomes 

Lead in a Legal Career 

Since legal issues are encountered in nearly every profession, the master’s degree in criminal 

justice may help you seek employment in a variety of fields. Law enforcement officers and 

individuals in government positions may pursue this degree in order to gain the skills necessary for 

management or leadership positions. The curriculum and coursework in this legal studies degree 

also helps prepare you for law school or expand your career with the independence to pursue self-

employment or entrepreneurial goals.  



  

Course List  

The programs offered at FordBridge may vary by content and course length.  

Major: 38 credits 

Total Degree Requirements: 38 credits 

Program Core Courses 

UNV-503: Introduction to Graduate Studies in the Liberal Arts Total Credits: 2 credits  

JUS-506: Criminal Behavior Analysis Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-620: Exploration of Law and Public Policy Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-522: Ethics and Decision Making Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-510: Research Methods Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-515: Organizational Behavior and Leadership Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-631: Exploration of Constitutional Criminal Law Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-635: Legal Research Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-641: Legal Communication Total Credits: 4 credits  

JUS-655: Strategies for Effective Consulting Total Credits: 4 credits  

  

Program Locations  

 Online 

Pursue a next-generation education with an online degree from FordBridge. Earn your degree with 

convenience and flexibility with online courses that let you study anytime, anywhere. FordBridge 

offers the most experienced leadership in delivering online degree programs. Full-time faculty 

members and fully trained adjunct instructors, equipped with strong academic backgrounds and 

practical experience in their fields, support you every step of the way. Designed with the career-

oriented professional in mind, our online classes provide an intimate environment that stimulates 

engaging and challenging discussions. Choose from programs across our distinct colleges, in high-

demand employment areas. Classes begin frequently. 

* Please note that this list may contain programs that are not presently offered as program 

availability may vary depending on class size, enrollment and other contributing factors. If you are 

interested in a program listed herein please first contact your University Counselor for the most 

current information regarding availability of the program.  

 


